
City of Hope Annual Report 2014 2 

IT 
STARTS 
  WITH 
HOPE 2014

ANNUAL 
REPORT

 Jim Murphy 
Esophageal cancer survivor



City of Hope Annual Report 2014 4 

HOPE 
MAKES
BREAKTHROUGHS 
INNOVATIONS 
FUTURES

POSSIBLE



At City of Hope, compassionate care works 
hand-in-glove with groundbreaking scientific research 
to save lives. The result has been some of the most 
important biomedical breakthroughs of the last 100 years  
 — and surely of the next 100.
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On the facing page: Homa Sadat, breast cancer survivor 
read her inpsiring story on page 14.

On the cover: Jim Murphy, esophageal cancer survivor 
Jim Murphy wasn’t going to let esophageal cancer change 
his active lifestyle. “Cancer’s not a death sentence. it’s a 
disease,” he said. with encouragement from his doctors at 
City of hope, he continued his biking and ski patrol duties 
throughout his treatment.



Our mission is to transform scientific research into 
new drugs and treatments that will improve as many 
lives as possible — as soon as possible. 

More than 100 years ago, City of Hope started with hope — and little more. Today, we are 
recognized worldwide as one of the top cancer centers in the U.S. and one of the few designated  
a comprehensive cancer center by the National Cancer Institute — the highest level of distinction.

The story of how we got here is fascinating. But it’s where we are going that is truly astonishing.

City of Hope’s advances in molecular biology and genetics are transforming the prevention, 
detection and treatment of cancer. By bringing together top experts in laboratory research, 
clinical research and population-based research, we can speed scientific discoveries and 
treatments directly to patients with cancer and other life-threatening illnesses.

We call it “bench to bedside science.” Our patients call it miraculous. 

In this 2014 report, you’ll see the work of fiercely committed teams at the forefront of medicine. 
We are transforming scientific discoveries into innovative treatments, cancer patients into cancer 
survivors and hope into cures.

Robert W. Stone 
President and Chief Executive Officer

Our wOrk  
Started witH  
Our MiSSiOn and  
HaS cHanged 
 tHe liveS Of  
patientS arOund  
tHe wOrld. 
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Bone Marrow  
 TranSPLanTS
neUraL STeM CeLLS
ISLeT CeLLS
IMMUnoTHeraPY

at city of Hope, scientists’ bold discoveries lead to novel 
therapeutics for cancer, diabetes, Hiv/aidS and other 
diseases, saving millions of lives worldwide.

breakthroughs
CLINICaL trIaLs 
researCh 
MaNufaCturINg 
CaNCer drugs 
dIabetes treatMeNts

care at 
 tHe fOrefrOnt 
Of cure

kommah Mcdowell: Breast cancer survivor 
for four months, i underwent chemotherapy, which left me bedridden. 
i had several surgeries and weeks of radiation therapy. fortunately, 
i had wonderful doctors orchestrating my treatment process. with god’s 
guidance, my medical team was awesome and words cannot express 
how grateful my family and i are for my second chance at life.
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POINTS OF 
DISTINCTION
city of Hope is an independent biomedical research 
institution committed to researching, treating and 
preventing cancer, with an equal commitment to curing and 
preventing diabetes and other life-threatening diseases.

 inStitutiOnal diStinctiOnS
a uniquely collaborative environment makes it easy for laboratory and clinical 
researchers at City of hope to more quickly translate breakthroughs into therapies.

City of hope has three on-site manufacturing facilities that enable 
investigators to create promising new therapies without the high cost and 
delays encountered by other research centers. these capabilities save years 
of development time and ensure that we can rapidly and efficiently translate 
discoveries into beneficial treatments.

we are a national leader in islet cell transplantation, which has the potential 
to reverse type 1 diabetes. in addition, we provide islet cells for research at 
other institutions throughout the u.s.

City of hope was awarded more than $72.9 million in research grants and 
received approximately $249.8 million in revenues from patented technologies 
in the 2014 fiscal year. 

a recOrd Of innOvatiOn
numerous breakthrough cancer drugs, including herceptin, rituxan and 
avastin, are based on technology pioneered by City of hope and are saving 
lives worldwide.

Millions of people with diabetes benefit from synthetic human insulin, 
developed through research conducted at City of hope.

City of hope was a pioneer in bone marrow and stem cell transplants — and 
our program is now one of the largest, most successful programs of its kind 
in the world.

City of hope was one of the first cancer centers in the country to adopt 
robotic prostate surgery in 2003. since then, our surgeons have performed 
more than 10,000 robotic procedures for prostate, kidney, colon, liver, 
bladder, gynecologic, oral and other cancers.

at any given time, we have almost 30 active investigational new drug applications. 
these numbers are exceptionally large for an organization of our size, reflecting 
our commitment to innovation and speeding treatments to patients.

45
one of only 45 national Cancer institute- 
designated comprehensive cancer centers

72.9
awarded more than $72.9 million in research 
grants in the 2014 fiscal year 

12k
performed more than 12,000 bone marrow 
and stem cell transplants, with survival 
rates that are unparalleled

300
Conducted more than 300 clinical trials in 
2014, enrolling nearly 5,000 patients 

29
approximately 250 patents to date, 
with 29 novel therapeutic approaches 
in our pipeline.
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Saro armenian, d.O., M.p.H., and his research team are identifying screening tests to 
catch early signs of heart failure in childhood cancer survivors.

“we want to reach beyond the excellent job we’ve done in 
increasing survival for childhood cancers and address the 
long-term risks. My team and i will continue investigating how 
to minimize this risk, so that childhood cancer survivors can 
lead healthy, productive lives well into adulthood.”

Cancer-treating drugs called anthracyclines are associated with left ventricular 
dysfunction in childhood cancer survivors, which may lead to congestive heart 
failure. it’s one of the greatest challenges we face. 

in a recent study of 150 patients, we found that the thickness and stress on the wall 
of the left ventricle is an indicator of damage to the heart. we also found that certain 
blood markers are common among those at highest risk of heart failure.

using a combination of advanced echocardiographic techniques and testing for 
certain blood biomarkers, my team found a potential means of early detection that 
could lead to targeted interventions for childhood cancer survivors at highest risk of 
heart failure.

John c. williams, ph.d., and his team discovered what he calls a meditope, a kind of  
 “trailer hitch” that allows medicines to be attached to antibodies. once “loaded,” antibodies 
can deliver cancer-fighting drugs right to the site of a tumor.

“Our discovery has the potential to dramatically change oncology, 
radiology and other disciplines.”

we crystallized the antibodies, which let us map and analyze the molecular structure of the 
antibodies. then we made electron density maps, refined them and transformed them into 
3-d models. that’s when we saw something no one had seen before: a hole in the antibody, with 
a unique peptide. the perfect “trailer hitch.”

at last, we’d found a place where we could attach a cancer drug. and because the peptide can easily 
link to drug molecules and “hitch” them to antibodies, the use for meditopes goes beyond cancer. 

 The Science 
Behind hope

tijana Jovanovic-talisman, ph.d., is advancing her research using super- 
resolution microscopy. this sophisticated imaging method lets her see and 
quantify proteins on the cell membrane and inside cells, to better 
understand protein signaling in normal cells and in cells affected by disease.

“My research brings together biology, chemistry and 
physics to provide a quantitative description of protein 
interactions. Super-resolution imaging techniques can be 
used to investigate biological processes that are critical 
to the progression of cancer and other human diseases.”

City of hope researchers have made crucial strides against women’s cancers 
during the past year. for example, Jovanovic-talisman is studying the tumor 
marker nucleoporin 88, which is over-expressed in solid tumors, including 
breast and ovarian cancers. she is currently designing models of the 
biological processes that occur in cancer and healthy cells in order to  
further understand how cancer develops and to test drugs against it.

assistant professor, Molecular Medicineassociate professor, Molecular Medicine; 
director, x-ray Crystallography Core facility

John c. williams, ph.d.

associate professor; director, Childhood Cancer 
survivorship Clinic

Saro armenian, d.O., M.p.H. tijana Jovanovic-talisman, ph.d.
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amrita krishnan, M.d., seeks to battle multiple myeloma — one of the 
least understood cancers — and make gains in one of the most rapidly 
changing areas in cancer research.

“we see reasons for optimism. One recent study 
here showed that a new drug combination given after 
transplantation seemed to knock out cancer cells more 
deeply in many patients. we hope that will ultimately 
translate into better survival.”

Multiple myeloma develops when plasma cells turn cancerous. so far, 
no single treatment seems to get rid of the cancerous cells completely. 
but a series of new treatments could potentially help many multiple 
myeloma patients keep their cancer at bay for years.

we are testing many new drugs with novel mechanisms of action to target 
the plasma cell. this includes monoclonal antibodies and immunotherapy 
with t cells.

Betty ferrell, ph.d., r.n., was inducted into the international nurse 
researcher hall of fame by the honor society of nursing, sigma theta 
tau international (stti).

“palliative care is an essential component of health care 
as well as a human right. i am honored to be recognized 
by Stti, and appreciate the opportunity to share this 
research, which i hope will assist nurses worldwide to 
improve their daily practice and help them improve 
quality of life for their patients.”

the international nurse researcher hall of fame award recognizes nurse 
researchers who have achieved national or international recognition and 
whose work has improved the nursing profession and the patients it serves. 

ferrell is a pioneer in the field of palliative care nursing, which strives to 
improve quality of life by managing pain, symptoms and psychological and 
spiritual concerns associated with illness. she is currently the principal 
investigator of a five-year project funded by the national Cancer institute 
to investigate quality of life and palliative care for lung cancer patients from 
the start of treatment.

a new study led by City of hope’s Joseph alvarnas, M.d., may change 
perceptions about hiv-positive people and stem cell therapy. hiv-positive 
people are 70 times more likely to be diagnosed with lymphoma than 
uninfected people. but because they are immunocompromised, they’ve been 
considered ineligible for autologous stem cell transplants, in which patients 
are infused with their own stem cells.

“excluding patients from stem cell transplants simply  
on the basis of Hiv infection alone is no longer justified. 
patients with well-controlled Hiv should be offered 
transplant as a standard of care.”

patients received autologous stem cell transplants with a high-dose preparative 
regimen of chemotherapy. our study found the transplants to be effective, 
tolerable and not overly toxic for patients with hiv-associated lymphoma. 

what makes the current clinical trial so useful is we offered something 
previously done only in centers with very specific expertise and showed it 
could be extended to multiple centers — even those that did not specialize 
in hiv. 

director, Multiple Myeloma program;  
director, bernard and Judy briskin Myeloma Center; 

associate director, Medical education & training program

amrita krishnan, M.d.

director of value based analytics; director of Clinical Quality, alpha Clinic for 
Cell therapy and innovation; associate Clinical professor, department of 
hematology & hematopoietic Cell transplantation

Joseph alvarnas, M.d.

director and professor, division of nursing 
research and education

Betty ferrell, ph.d., r.n.
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HOMa 
Sadat
triple-negative breast cancer survivor

“You deserve a doctor you feel confident in and who 
you believe is invested in your care. that’s why i chose 
dr. Somlo and city of Hope.”

homa sadat was 27 when she found a lump in her breast. she couldn’t have 
cancer, her family doctor said. she was too young. six months later, a  
shooting pain prompted her to insist on a biopsy that found triple-negative 
breast cancer — the hardest to treat, because it doesn’t respond to current 
targeted therapies.

at city of Hope, Sadat volunteered for a phase ii clinical trial 
that combined carboplatin and a novel nanoparticle drug 
called nab-paclitaxel. the plan: 16 weeks of chemotherapy 
before having surgery to address her cancer.

but halfway through the chemotherapy regimen, a surprise: “i went in for an 
ultrasound-guided biopsy, and they said, ‘there’s nothing to biopsy!’ they 
couldn’t find the tumor.”

she continued treatment for another eight weeks, then underwent surgery 
at City of hope to remove breast tissue that initially had contained the 
breast tumor, as well as several lymph nodes. no cancer cells were found in 
the tissues removed: sadat’s cancer had gone into complete remission.

Professor, Department of Medical Oncology & 
Therapeutics Research

George Somlo, M.D.

PHASE II CLINICAL TRIAL 
NAB-PACLITAXEL CARBOPLATIN 
NEW NANOPARTICLE DRUG
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“the environment at city of Hope is really great.
Other than the iv stands, it did not seem that i was
in the hospital.”

tina 
wang
Mantle cell lymphoma survivor

at 22, tina wang’s biggest concern was mid-terms. then the college senior 
learned she had stage 4 lymphoma. 

“i’d been short of breath, coughing, unable to lie down for three months,” 
wang said. “a pulmonary doctor thought i might have tb, so i was put on tb 
medication. one month later, they discovered it was diffuse large b cell 
lymphoma.

“i was shocked. i have no family history of any type of cancer, so i wondered 
if i’d been misdiagnosed. then i told myself, ‘My only task right now is to 
follow all the necessary treatments — other things can wait until i finish.”

two cycles of treatment at her local hospital failed  
to destroy all of her cancer cells. So wang turned to  
city of Hope. Here, wang underwent an autologous stem 
cell transplant and participated in a t cell therapy clinical 
trial. the plan: alter the dna of her own t cells to carry 

“instructions” for them to grow special receptors that 
could target — and eliminate — wang’s type of cancer. 

“during the transplant, i was uncomfortable,” wang recalled. “but the 
environment at City of hope is really great. dr. popplewell and staff always 
came in with a smile and responded to my requests quickly. and i really 
appreciated the daily group meetings with other patients. everyone was always 
laughing! other than the iv stands, it did not seem that i was in the hospital.”

today, wang is celebrating one year of remission. she’s back at Cal state 
Long beach studying nutrition, and is planning a much-deserved vacation 
with her family. “for my first year of intense treatment and the second year of 
recovery, my family worked harder than i did to keep me healthy,” she said. 

“it’s time for us to just have fun.”

leslie popplewell, M.d.

CLINICAL TRIAL ENGINEERED T-CELLS 
AUTOLOGOUS STEM CELL TRANSPLANT 

T CELL THERAPY

associate professor in the department of hematology & 
hematopoietic Cell transplantation
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thyroid cancer 
survivor

aleX 
caMargO

Seeking a second opinion, camargo turned to city of Hope. ellie 
Maghami, M.d., chief of head and neck surgery and the norman and 
Sadie lee professor in Head and neck cancer, and dan raz, M.d., 
co-director of the lung cancer and thoracic Oncology program, offered 
this idea: a complex laryngotracheal resection. 

City of hope surgeons removed portions of Camargo’s trachea and larynx, then reconnected 
the ends, allowing him to keep his voice box. they restored the continuity of the airway, 
eliminating the need for a stoma, or artificial opening.

few centers in the country have experience with this operation.

Camargo is still undergoing treatment for the cancer, but he’s grateful that he sought a second 
opinion — and that he got it at City of hope. in that, he considers himself very lucky indeed.

when alex Camargo was first diagnosed with thyroid cancer, his family doctor described 
him as “lucky” — it’s one of the most treatable cancers at all stages. 

but Camargo’s cancer was starting to invade his trachea and larynx (windpipe and voice box) 
and move into his lungs. in order to treat the cancer, he was told he’d have to undergo a total 
laryngectomy, which would leave him with a permanent breathing tube and no voice.

“i’m just so grateful for what city of Hope did for 
me. i’m thankful they were able to find a way for 
me to keep my voice, allowing me to continue 
communicating with my friends and family.”

COMPLEX 
LARYNGOTRACHEAL 
RESECTION CITY OF 
HOPE HEAD AND NECK 
SURGERY LUNG CANCER 
AND THORACIC 
ONCOLOGY 

ellie Maghami, M.d. dan raz, M.d.

Chief of Head and Neck Surgery Co-director, Lung Cancer and Thoracic 
Oncology Program

argO
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JanuarY 2014 
City of hope researchers uncover how breast cancer cells evade the immune 
system to become tumors in the brain — a tremendous advance in breast 
cancer research.

City of hope scientists investigate the effectiveness of various drugs against 
brCa-related breast cancer, including the parp inhibitor veliparib. 

research to use t cell therapy for prostate cancer gets a $1 million award 
from Movember and the prostate Cancer foundation.

feBruarY 2014 
City of hope researchers help create a new test to identify whether common 
chemicals promote or inhibit estrogen in the body.

five foundations announce grants in support of Margarita gutova’s and 
others’ work in engineering neural stem cells to target and deliver 
anti-cancer agents specifically to brain tumor sites.

California teachers study data suggest that women who regularly exercise at 
moderate intensity are 20 percent less likely to suffer a stroke than those 
who do no exercise.

MarcH 2014 
a new study by City of hope researchers sheds light on how tumors are able 
to work against the body’s immune system — a discovery with the potential 
to unlock new immunotherapies.

City of hope’s John rossi, ph.d., Lidow family research Chair, nets a $3.3 
million grant from the national institutes of health to support efforts to 
develop a practical way to deliver a gene therapy to hiv patients.

City of hope becomes the first center in the u.s. to treat a prostate cancer 
patient with an investigational procedure that uses magnetic resonance 
imaging-guided ultrasound to “ablate” prostate cancer.

city of hope 
BReAKthRoUGhS

OctOBer 2013 
City of hope researchers publish their 
findings of a key to more effectively 
growing islet cells in the lab. 
transplantation of insulin-producing 
islet cells is a potentially powerful 
tool for treating type 1 diabetes. 

scientists find that berbamine, 
a compound in traditional Chinese 
medicine, and one of its derivatives 
blocked the growth of liver cancer 
cells. they report their findings in the 
journal Molecular Cancer Therapeutics.

nOveMBer 2013  
City of hope researchers share their 
discovery of meditopes, newly 
discovered sites on monoclonal 
antibodies into which specific 
peptides fit neatly. Meditopes have 
the potential to treat cancer and 
many other diseases efficiently, 
without side effects.

deceMBer 2013  
City of hope researchers present 
findings to the american society 
of hematology on risk of cognitive 
impairment after hematopoietic 
cell transplant.

Sharing opinions: Alexandra Levine, M.D., Chief Medical Officer, and Behnam Badie, M.D., Chief of Neurosurgery and Director of 
the Brain Tumor Program

curiosity. collaboration. discovery. Scientific advances occur when top 
experts in laboratory, clinical and population-based research get together 
at city of Hope.
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JulY 2014  
City of hope’s elizabeth budde, M.d., 
ph.d., uses modified white blood 
cells to turn the immune system on 
itself, benefiting patients with acute 
myeloid leukemia. a grant from the 
Jake wetchler foundation for 
innovative pediatric Cancer 
research-damon runyon Cancer 
research foundation will support 
her studies for the next three years. 

researchers at City of hope explore 
the impact of cancer and cancer 
treatment on children’s academic 
performance — and how to lessen 
that impact.

auguSt 2014  
in the august issue of Cancer Research, City of hope scientists provide 
insight on cancer’s spread into the brain.

City of hope scientists develop an advanced method to understand how 
one protein can affect multiple biochemical signaling pathways in a cell.

SepteMBer 2014 
City of hope researchers find that a high-fat diet can lead to detrimental 
changes to a person’s chromosomes.

City of hope research shows that older adolescents and young adults with 
brain and spinal cord tumors have better outcomes when treated at a 
national Cancer institute-designated comprehensive cancer center like  
City of hope. 

their findings may lead to better targeted drugs with fewer side effects. 

MaY 2014 
City of hope’s teresa ku, ph.d., 
receives a five-year, $1.9 million 
grant from the national institutes  
of health to produce more islet cells 
to treat type 1 diabetes — and make 
needles a thing of the past for people 
with this disease. 

researchers find answers to the 
mystery of “metabolic memory,” 
the enduring harmful effects 
from high blood sugar on the 
cardiovascular system.

a new City of hope study shows 
that the drug cabozantinib could 
help undo lung cancer’s resistance 
to chemotherapy.

June 2014 
a new City of hope study suggests 
that vaccinating against hepatitis b 
could reduce the risk of diabetes.

a $5.6 million grant from the 
California institute for regenerative 
Medicine will advance studies of a 
new hiv treatment that could free 
patients from the virus’ tyranny once 
and for all. 

april 2014  
City of hope researchers find that 
menopausal hormone therapy 
appears linked to a lower risk of 
b-cell non-hodgkin lymphoma.

edward newman, ph.d., associate 
professor of molecular pharmacology, 
boosts City of hope’s ability to 
conduct clinical trials with a five-year, 
$4.2 million grant from the national 
Cancer institute. 

City of hope researchers identify a 
substance that may contribute to 
metastasis: a microrna that is 
secreted by breast cancer cells. 
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rOSen i think the most exciting advances have been  
the modern therapies we call “biologics,” or targeted 
therapies. that’s where you know the molecule that  
you want to interfere with, and you can actually kill the 
cancer by disrupting that process. there’s a spectrum  
of approaches in that area, all rapidly evolving. 

fOrMan immunotherapy is a very hot topic. 

rOSen yes. and prior to that, antibody research  
(which was developed here). it was our first foray into 
immunotherapy, and it really made the difference in 
curing a lot of people of lymphoma and breast cancer. 

fOrMan in the last two years, immunotherapy has 
become the fourth “partner” in the way we treat and cure 
cancer, in addition to surgery, radiation and chemotherapy. 

rOSen we know that the immune system can recognize 
and cure a cancer. we take a person’s own cells out and  
 “reprogram” those cells by introducing new genes to 
target the specific cancer. then we put the modified 
cells back in, making the immune system recognize  
only the cancer (versus the whole body). it’s incredibly 
exciting. some patients have done amazingly well, 
almost at the end of their disease. and we want to make 
that available to everyone — perhaps even making stem 
cell transplant unnecessary, in some cases.

fOrMan of course, we have a very large program in 
stem cell transplants. people come to us for stem cell 
therapy. it’s a way to really get rid of a cancer. years  
ago, you didn’t do it for anyone over the age of 30. 
but now, we routinely do it for people in their 70s and 
even early 80s. 

rOSen precision, or “personalized” medicine is also 
rapidly evolving. we’re able to customize the treatment 
to each patient, based on the signature of each patient’s 
tumor. this has enormous potential — but also a lot  
of hurdles. not so much in defining the abnormalities, 
but in developing the therapeutics that can address  
those abnormalities. 

 

 
fOrMan that’s where our “bench to bedside” capabilities 
come in. our sharing of information. these days, we gain 
more knowledge in a week than we used to gain in a year.

rOSen things i never would have predicted turn out to 
be remarkable. for example, researchers have recently 
developed something called checkpoint inhibitors — 
drugs that suppress the cancer’s effect on your immune 
system. we’ve seen some remarkable results in diseases 
that are very hard to treat, like melanoma and lung cancer.

brilliant scientists who had confidence in their work 
pushed it and pushed it, and they were right! 

to maximize that impact, we want to try to develop 
engineered t cells and other drugs that affect the 
 “micro-environment” of cancer and let your immune 
system do what it was intended to do. so far, the most 
dramatic results have been in leukemia and lymphoma. 
now we want to develop it to include brain, breast, 
ovarian and cervical cancers — to turn this into a field. 

fOrMan trials are opening this year at City of hope 
to answer questions about other diseases. 

rOSen we want to answer whether Car-t cells can 
cause remission for a person with brain cancer. we’ve 
seen it in preclinical experimental work we’ve done. 
we’ve seen that cancer disappear.

fOrMan people should bear in mind that cancer is not 
one disease. it’s 35 or 40 diseases. but there are clues we 
get from one cancer that become applicable in another. 
we borrow from each other. we learn from each other. 

rOSen that’s what we’re all about here at City of hope 
working together. 

fOrMan we’re very hopeful. it’s in our name! 
we’re determined to move as quickly as we can. 
people are waiting.

Stephen forman, M.d. (left), the francis & kathleen Mcnamara 
distinguished chair in Hematology and Hematopoietic cell transplantation, 
and Steven t. rosen, M.d. (right), provost and chief scientific officer and 
the irell & Manella cancer center director’s distinguished chair, discuss 
the latest advances in cancer research at city of Hope. 

“we BOrrOw frOM eacH OtHer. 
we learn frOM eacH OtHer.”

ON THE HORIZON

“WE GAIN MORE KNOWLEDGE 
IN A WEEK THAN WE USED TO 

GAIN IN A YEAR.”
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new to City of 
hope in fy2014

Jasmine Zain, M.d., joined City of hope  
as an associate clinical professor in the 
department of hematology & hematopoetic 
Cell transplantation. additionally, she is  the 
tim nesvig Lymphoma research fellow at  
City of hope, as well as director of the t cell 
Lymphoma program, part of the toni 
stephenson Lymphoma Center, at City of hope.

in 2002, zain first joined City of hope where she 
specialized in the treatment of patients with 
cutaneous t cell lymphoma, allogeneic stem  
cell transplantation and early phase clinical 
trials in hematologic malignancies. she left City 
of hope to assume a leadership position as 
director of the bone marrow transplant program 
at nyu Langone Medical Center, before joining 
the faculty at Columbia university in 2012.

triple-board certified in hematology, oncology 
and internal medicine, zain is an active member 
of several professional associations, and has 
published more than 78 peer-reviewed 
publications, abstracts and book chapters.

John Burnett, ph.d., is an assistant research professor in the 
department of Molecular and Cellular biology at beckman 
research institute of City of hope. initially, burnett joined  
City of hope in 2008 as a postdoctoral fellow to develop 
therapeutic strategies to eradicate hiv latency. his research 
focuses on biomolecular mechanisms and the development of 
advanced therapies for genetic and infectious diseases, 
including hiv and cancer.

specifically, burnett hopes to help develop new treatments for 
both hepatocellular carcinoma and hiv latency. he also hopes 
that his research findings may someday treat diseases caused 
by mitochondrial dna mutations — inherited diseases that 
currently have no treatments or cures.

burnett graduated summa cum laude from oklahoma state 
university with a bachelor of science degree in chemical 
engineering. he received his ph.d. in chemical and biomolecular 
engineering from uC berkeley. he is the recipient of numerous 
honors and awards, and has published extensively.

Steven t. rosen, M.d., joined City of hope 
as provost and chief scientific officer and is  
a member of City of hope’s executive team. 
he also is director of the comprehensive 
cancer center and holds the irell & Manella 
Cancer Center director’s distinguished Chair, 
and is director of beckman research institute 
of City of hope.

prior to joining City of hope, rosen was the 
genevieve teuton professor of Medicine at 
the feinberg school of Medicine at 
northwestern university in Chicago. he 
served for 24 years as director of northwestern’s 
robert h. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center.

recognized as one of the “best doctors in 
america,” rosen is a recipient of the Martin 
Luther king humanitarian award from 
northwestern Memorial hospital and the 
Man of distinction award from the israel 
Cancer research fund. 

Stephen M. Sentovich, M.d., M.B.a., is a 
clinical professor in the department of 
surgery with extensive experience in the 
surgical treatment and management of colon 
and rectal cancers. he joined City of hope 
from boston university Medical Center, 
where he served as chief of colon and rectal 
surgery and co-director of its Center of 
digestive disorders. Concurrently, he was an 
associate professor of surgery at boston’s 
university school of Medicine, and also 
served as the associate chair of clinical 
operations within the department of surgery. 

board-certified in colon and rectal surgery, 
as well as general surgery, sentovich served 
as program chair for the annual meeting of 
the american society of Colorectal surgeons 
in 2013. he has more than 26 peer-reviewed 
publications and has presented at numerous 
national meetings. sentovich also serves as 
an aMa ruC advisor for the american society 
of Colon and rectal surgeons. 

Yuman fong, M.d., an internationally 
recognized expert in hepatobiliary cancer 
and in the use of genetically modified viruses 
to combat malignant disease, is chair of the 
department of surgery at City of hope. fong 
is also associate director for international 
relations at the comprehensive cancer center. 
fong joined City of hope from Memorial 
sloan kettering Cancer Center in new york, 
where he held the Murray f. brennan Chair in 
surgery, while also serving as a professor of 
surgery at Cornell Medical College. he has 
been a pioneer both in the operating room 
and in the laboratory, crafting new surgical 
techniques and instruments and creating 
entirely new treatment methods. especially 
notable is his track record of launching 
human clinical trials of genetically modified 
viruses with the potential to fight cancer.

fong has continuously received grant 
support as a principal investigator over the 
past 17 years, most from the national 
institutes of health, and has been awarded 
five patents related to his work.
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OctOBer 2013  
a $6.25 million gift from the estate of 
billy and audrey L. wilder will be 
used to create two professorships for 
City of hope researchers, along with 
the wilder archives recognition 
gallery at City of hope.

the seventh annual san gabriel 
valley hiv/aids action summit is 
held at City of hope. More than 300 
people attend, including students 
from local area high schools.

JanuarY 2014 
robert w. stone, president of  
City of hope, assumes the dual role 
of chief executive officer. he sets  
the strategic vision for City of hope, 
positioning the institution for further 
development and maximizing growth. 

noted business leader and physician 
norman C. payson, M.d., is selected 
as the new chair of the City of hope 
board of directors. he takes the 
helm of the institution’s board as the 
research and treatment center 
launches a new era of growth and 
scientific investment.

MarcH 2014  
City of hope announces a new $30 
million investment to expand its 
basic and translational research 
efforts to provide new treatments for 
type 1 and type 2 diabetes.

nOveMBer 2013  
City of hope earns two prestigious 
press ganey awards for its top-quality 
patient care, marking its fifth 
consecutive year of being honored 
by the health care industry’s leading 
performance improvement firm. 
City of hope was one of only 26 
institutions in the nation recognized 
for patient satisfaction. 

City of hope launches cn.cityofhope.
org, a Chinese-language website 
with content focused specifically 
on the needs of Chinese-speaking 
patients, caregivers and their families. 

JulY 2014 
City of hope launches new bone marrow transplant services for some patients on an outpatient basis. 
 

auguSt 2014 
City of hope, duarte unified school district and Citrus College announce California’s first p-tech 
style program, the teaCh project (train, educate, and accelerate Careers in healthcare) for 
public high school students. 
 

SepteMBer 2014 
City of hope announces the launch of its program in natural therapies, created to help 
researchers investigate the potential of foods and other plant-based ingredients to fight disease.

news

the beautifully landscaped gardens of city of Hope are perfect for rest, 
reflection, and perhaps even a “eureka” moment. for this annual report, 
we chose this lush oasis as the backdrop for our city of Hope portraits.
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events

OCTOBER 2013 
FOOThill FiTnEss ChallEngE 
City leaders from across the San 
Gabriel Valley, along with the Boys & 
Girls Club of the Foothills, join  
City of Hope to launch the Foothill 
Fitness Challenge. Teams from each 
city compete to make healthy 
changes for longer lives. Participants 
agree to measure their progress 
toward those goals for the next three 
months at health fairs that offered 
nutrition and exercise advice. 

NOVEMBER 2013 
City Of HOpE’s Walk fOR HOpE 
One in three women will be 
diagnosed with cancer in her 
lifetime. On Nov. 3, this reality unites 
thousands of survivors, families and 
friends in City of Hope’s Walk for 
Hope, presented by Staples. The 
annual walk raises funds for research 
into breast and gynecologic cancers 
and is held where new treatments 
are found — on the City of Hope 
campus in Duarte, California. The 5k 
route passes by the nationally known 
City of Hope Helford Clinical 
Research Hospital, where cancer 
patients watch from the windows as 
walkers cheer them on.

DECEMBER 2013 
COMMUNITY SCIENCE FESTIVAL 
City of Hope researchers explain 
their leading-edge work in inviting 
ways at City of Hope’s first 
Community Science Festival. The 
free, public event features hands-on 
science activities, educational 
lectures and fun.

JANUARY 2014 
ROSE PARADE 
For people who’ve battled cancer, each tomorrow is truly a dream come true. No one 
knows that better than the 11 cancer survivors who rode atop City of Hope’s float at the 125th 
Rose Parade on New Year’s Day.

FEBRUARY 2014 
NORTHERN TRUST OPEN 
As the official charity of the Northern Trust Open — one of the most respected tournaments on 
the PGA TOUR — City of Hope benefits from national media exposure and earns significant 
dollars for cancer research and treatment through a new program called Birdies for Hope.

MAY 2014 
CiTY OF HOPE’S 38TH ANNUAl BONE MARROw TRANSPlANT REUNiON  
More than 4,000 people attend City of Hope’s 38th Annual Bone Marrow Transplant Reunion 
at City of Hope in Duarte, California. At this annual, exuberant celebration of life, patients meet 
the donors who’ve given their stem cells to save the lives of strangers. 

JUNE 2014 
CiTY OF HOPE CElEBRiTY SOFTBAll GAME 
City of Hope’s Celebrity Softball Game brings together country music’s hottest stars, fans 
and friendly competition. The game takes place during the CMA Music Festival in Nashville, 
Tennessee, at Hershel Greer Stadium. Players for 2014 include Florida Georgia Line, Alison 
Sweeney, Lauren Alaina and Dustin Lynch. Team iHeartRadio and Team Grand Ole Opry  
compete at this annual event for winner bragging rights and to #strikeoutcancer with  
City of Hope.

SEPTEMBER 2014 
DivERSiTY HEAlTH CARE CAREER ExPO 
City of Hope hosts the first Diversity Health Care Career Expo, creating awareness among 
students and professionals of the many opportunities available in the health care field.
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COMMUNITY 
EXPANSION

an estimated 1.6 million new cases of cancer 
will be diagnosed in 2015. that’s why we are  
so eager to help even more patients and their 
families benefit from world-class treatment 
closer to home, through city of Hope Medical 
foundation-operated clinics.

To highlight this commitment, in November 2013, City of Hope cut the ribbon on City of Hope 
Antelope Valley — a full-service cancer center in Lancaster, California, offering a range of 
diagnostic and treatment services. Furthermore, City of Hope also established sites in the East 
Valley including Rancho Cucamonga, Corona, Glendora and West Covina.

city of Hope has several other community practices 
throughout the Southland, collaborating with local 
physicians to provide the best in cancer care at 
conveniently located sites.

arcadia cOltOn MiSSiOn HillS  
palM SpringS  paSadena  
Santa clarita SOutH paSadena

rancHO cucaMOnga cOrOna  
glendOra weSt cOvina

infuSiOn radiatiOn 
tHerapY pHYSician 
cOnSultatiOnS
Medical OncOlOgY
radiatiOn OncOlOgY 
Surgical OncOlOgY 



Our generous supporters contribute to city of Hope 
through planned gifts such as bequests, annuities, 
charitable trusts, major donations, foundation gifts  
and a myriad of other ways of giving.

partnerS in HOpe

principal giftS

fOundatiOn SuppOrt

the panda Charitable foundation awarded a three-year, $2.5 million gift to establish the Cherng 
program in natural therapies fund to advance knowledge toward the development of new 
treatments for cancer and other life-threatening diseases through natural therapies. 

a $1.5 million gift from the norman and sadie Lee foundation will establish the norman and 
sadie Lee professorship in head and neck Cancer. ellie Maghami, M.d., associate professor, 
department of surgery, and chief of head and neck surgery, will be the first investigator to hold 
this honor.

City of hope received a total gift of $3 million to establish the dr. norman and Melinda payson 
professorship in hematologic Cancers and the dr. norman and Melinda payson professorship  
in oncology. norman payson, M.d. is chair of the City of hope board of directors. he and his wife 
Melinda have supported numerous City of hope programs through their private foundation.

a gift of over $2.6 million from the arnold and Mabel beckman foundation will provide support 
for research efforts at beckman research institute of City of hope. 

planned giftS

eState giftS Of $1 MilliOn and aBOve 

JOHn nagle 
Mr. nagle passed away on february 4, 2012 at age 96. a Chicago native, u.s. navy veteran, 
attorney and retired judge, Mr. nagle was also a City of hope annual giving donor.

deBra H. deeM 
debra deem, a City of hope donor who died in a tragic cycling accident, bequeathed a generous 
portion of her estate to City of hope. her gift will be used for vital research at City of hope. 

BlackMan living truSt 
Lillian and harry blackman were personal friends of ben horowitz, City of hope’s former 
executive director. the blackmans were active in the sportmen’s Club, an auxiliary that raised 
funds for City of hope.

MaJOr giftS

deana and steven Campbell are grateful patients of City of hope. their generous donation was 
in support of dr. alexandra Levine within the toni stephenson Lymphoma Center.

ira and alice rosenberg’s gift of $1 million establishes the ira and alice rosenberg ovarian Cancer 
research fund. their gift will help to shorten the time from concept to cure, to deliver better 
treatments to women sooner. pilot research projects are already underway utilizing these funds. 

nOrBert geHr faMilY fOundatiOn  
$10,000,000 

the norbert gehr family Leukemia Center at  
City of hope was named through the vision of 
norbert gehr, and establishes a foundation of 
powerful research and a legacy of cures. with  
this gift, City of hope aims to increase the 
understanding of leukemia at the molecular level 
and reduce relapse rates through research to 
eliminate microscopic residual disease.

tOni and eMMet StepHenSOn and  
teSSa StepHenSOn Brand  
$10,000,000

together with their daughter, tessa stephenson brand, 
internet publishing entrepreneurs emmet and toni stephenson 
funded the creation of the toni stephenson Lymphoma Center 
at City of hope, the cornerstone of the new hematologic 
Malignancies and stem Cell transplantation institute.



citY Of HOpe
BOard Of directOrS cHairS eMerituS

eMerituS and 
HOnOrarY directOrS

norman C. payson, M.d., 
Chair of the board 

selwyn isakow, 
vice Chair of the board

sheri J. biller, immediate  
past Chair of the board 

randolph p. beatty, ph.d.

John M. boushy

alexander L. Cappello

robert a. Cook 

rodney C. freeman

eddy w. hartenstein

Michael e. keane

harry Levitt

Jody horowitz Marsh

anthony e. scott

ronald J. silverman
citY Of HOpe
Medical fOundatiOn
BOard Of directOrS

norman C. payson, M.d., 
Chair of the board

william boswell, M.d.

stephen forman, M.d.

Michael a. friedman, M.d. 

alexandra Levine, M.d., M.a.C.p.

harlan Levine, M.d.

robert w. stone

Jeffrey wong, M.d.

israel J. freeman

robbin L. itkin

Michael b. kaplan

stephen b. kass

sidney kline

Jacqueline b. kosecoff, ph.d.

Mark Levey

Claire L. rothman

Joseph p. sanford

ernie C. so

stephan e. tow

BeckMan 
reSearcH inStitute
BOard Of directOrS

Jody horowitz Marsh, 
Chair of the board

benham badie, M.d.

gary e. freedman

Linda Malkas, ph.d.

art nemiroff

John J. rossi, ph.d.

iris rothstein

ernie C. so

philip L. engel 

Meyer e. hersch

terry r. peets 

gil n. schwartzberg

Jack r. suzar

richard s. ziman

natiOnal Medical 
center BOard  
Of directOrS

randolph p. beatty, 
Chair of the board

vincent Chung, M.d.

frederic w. grannis, M.d. 

donald hoffman

Jacqueline b. kosecoff, ph.d.

Jody horowitz Marsh

richard b. Meyers

Leslie popplewell, M.d.

Claire L. rothman

iris rothstein

ernie C. so

Mark wakabayashi, M.d., M.p.h.

2014 Spirit Of life® HOnOreeS

the Spirit of Life® award is City of hope’s highest philanthropic honor. it’s given to individuals to 
celebrate their philanthropy and impact on our mission and our patients. the award is presented 
to industry, chapter or community leaders and recognizes a lifetime of personal and professional 
achievement in advancing City of hope’s lifesaving work. these individuals share a deep 
commitment to advancing scientific research that will improve treatment for patients everywhere. 

the Baer family 
baer furniture 
national home furnishings industry

Joe Buescher 
food 4 Less 
southern California food 
industries Circle

alan cole  
hooker furniture 
national home furnishings industry

eddy cue 
apple 
Music, film and  
entertainment industry

M. Steven decarlo 
amwins group inc. 
national insurance industry Council

Hon. ron donatucci/ keith Holmes 
workers Local 686  
tri-state Labor 
& Management Council

Barbara edelstein, M.d. 
diagnostic radiologist 
east end Chapter/Jeanne kaye League

adrian foley 
brookfield residential 
Construction industries alliance

Harlan kirschner 
the kirschner group inc.  
national professional salon industry

william J. McMorrow 
kennedy wilson 
Los angeles real estate & 
Construction industries Council

christopher Meany 
wilson Meany 
northern California real estate 
& Construction Council

karen Mendelsohn 
Masco Corporation 
hardware/homebuilding industry

Jack rimokh & Jason rimokh  
signal brands 
fashion & retail industry group

amy robach 
anchor, abC news in ny 
east end Chapter/Jeanne kaye League

Steve Schmidt 
office depot 
national business products industry

richard a. Stein 
Mesirow financial 
Chicago Construction and 
real estate Council
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  September 30, 2014 and 2013 patient information     
  grOSS cHargeS fOr patient ServiceS (in thousands)    
   

  2013 % 2014 % 

 Medicare $751,446 30.8% $843,215  31.8% 
 indemnity insurance 26,474 1.1% 21,024 0.8% 
 Managed care contracts 1,294,794 53.2% 1,357,506 51.2% 
 subsidized care 363,225 14.9% 428,553 16.2% 
                                                                                       
 tOtal $2,435,939  100.00% $2,650,298  100.00%

       

  patientS treated       

  2013  2014  

 patients treated during year 24,714  25,609 
 admissions 5,997  5,876 
 adjusted patient days 115,237  119,208 
 outpatient and infusion visits 196,756  217,816 
 bone marrow transplants 607  544

       

 citY Of HOpe and affiliateS 
 cOnSOlidated StateMentS Of financial pOSitiOn 
 SepteMBer 30, 2014 and 2013 (in thousands)

 aSSetS 2014 2013 
 Current assets 
 Cash and cash equivalents $126,607 $129,384 
 investments  706,186   555,499 
 patient accounts receivable, less allowances for 
 uncollectible accounts of $12,932 in 2014 and $8,513 in 2013 181,568  164,038 
 grants and other receivables 22,239   34,211  
 donor restricted unconditional promises to give, net 18,199   19,545 
 prepaid and other  18,226   16,023 
                                       

 total current assets  1,073,025 918,700 

       

 prOpertY, plant and eQuipMent 
 net of accumulated depreciation of $583,417 in 2014  
 and $531,705 in 2013 704,109  632,118

 other assets 
 investments  379,648  354,404 
 board designated investments  662,774  592,755 
 bond trust funds  35  32,532 
 donor restricted assets  356,329  309,633 
 other assets  68,161       60,802     
 total other assets  1,466,947 1,350,126 
                                                  

 tOtal aSSetS  $3,244,081  $2,900,944    

 liaBilitieS and net aSSetS 2014 2013**   

 Current LiabiLities 
 accounts payable and accrued liabilities $150,789  $149,114 
 Long-term debt, current portion 73,726   65,828  
 total current liabilities 224,515  214,942    

 Long-terM debt, net of current portion 636,925  611,486

 
 annuity and spLit-interest agreeMent obLigations 17,574  17,345 
 other 47,795  33,404

 tOtal liaBilitieS 926,809  877,177     

 cOMMitMentS and cOntingencieS 
 net assets 
 unrestricted 1,960,318 1,711,386 
 restricted 356,954  312,381 
 total net assets 2,317,272      2,023,767    

 tOtal liaBilitieS and net aSSetS $3,244,081  $2,900,944    
  

        

 citY Of HOpe and affiliateS 
 cOnSOlidated StateMentS Of activitieS  
 fOr tHe YearS ended SepteMBer 30, 2014  
 and 2013 (in thousands) 
  2014 2013    

 revenueS 
 net patient service revenues $798,188 $777,694     
 Contributions and net special event revenues 112,308  128,308 
     

 royalties and research grants  322,722  330,319 
 other  136,664  87,312 
 total revenues  1,369,882  1,323,633 

    

 eXpenSeS 
 program services  929,130  865,712 
 supporting services  205,516  202,543 
 total expenses  1,134,646  1,068,255 
 operating income  235,236  255,378

 
 Change in net unrealized gain on investments 58,272  68,138 
 Change in net assets 293,505  323,516 
 net assets, beginning of year 2,023,767  1,700,251 
 net assets, end of year $2,317,272  $2,023,767

** reclassifications were made to conform to the 2014 presentation.      
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 cOnSOlidated StateMentS Of caSH flOw 
 fOr tHe YearS ended SepteMBer 30, 2014  
 and 2013 (in thousands) 
  2014 2013 
 Cash flows from operating activities: 

 Changes in net assets $293,505  $323,516

 adjustments to reconcile changes in net assets  
 to net cash provided by operating activities

 depreciation and amortization  68,795  58,937 
 net change in operating investments  77,416  (518,763) 
 other changes in operating assets and liabilities (18,837) (70,477) 
 total adjustments  127,374  (530,303) 
 
 net cash provided by (used in) operating activities 420,879   (206,787) 
   

 Cash flows from investing activities: 
 proceeds from sales of property, plant and equipment 2,094  1,012  
 
 additions to property, plant and equipment (103,145) (86,663)

 acquisition of other long-term assets 
 Change in investments and other  (328,665) (92,202) 
                                          
 net cash used in investing activities  (429,716) (177,853)    

       

 Cash flows from financing activities:  
 net cash provided by financing activities 6,060  435,515 
 
 net (decrease) increase in cash and cash equivalents  (2,777) 50,875 
 
 Cash and Cash equivalents, beginning of year 129,384  78,509 
                                        
 cash and cash equivalents, end of year $126,607  $129,384    
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1500 East Duarte Road, Duarte, CA 91010-3000 
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