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The world’s “heaviest wave” is born near the South Pole, where

fierce storms pound the ocean’s surface like angry fists, sending

pulses of energy racing north, unimpeded, for thousands of miles.

That force is all but invisible until it suddenly rides up a steep,

smooth ramp on the ocean floor, curls into a spectacular barrel —

more like a slab of concrete than water — and slams, with aston-

ishing fury, into a razor-sharp coral reef on the southern tip of Ta-

hiti.

Locals call the wave Teahupo’o, which loosely translates to

“wall of skulls.” It has fascinated and terrified the world’s elite

ocean athletes since it was first surfed in the 1980s.

In the coming days, Teahupo’o (commonly pronounced “cho-

poo”), just offshore of its namesake 

A SURFER skims down a huge wave at Teahupo’o, which has fascinated and terrified elite ocean athletes since the 1980s. 
Tim McKenna AFP/Getty Images

Barreling toward danger on
the world’s ‘heaviest wave’ 

PEOPLE walk past a mural in San Clemente featuring U.S.
Olympic surfers Caroline Marks, left, and Kolohe Andino.

Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times

Three Californians on the U.S. surf
team will compete at Tahiti’s massive
Teahupo’o, where safety is a concern
By Jack Dolan

[See Surfing,A7]

WASHINGTON — Vice

President Kamala Harris

looked peeved and ex-

hausted from the weight of

expectations as she stood at

a hotel meeting room three

years ago, flags and a foggy

Mexico City skyline behind

her.

She gestured dutifully

and gazed at her notes as she

recited Biden administra-

tion talking points about

“the capacity of people” and

“the interconnection be-

tween the United States and

Mexico when it comes to our

economies.”

The two-day mission had

the normal and fairly boring

trappings of a vice presi-

dential trip — meet-and-

greets with leaders of Guate-

mala and Mexico, a tour of

female engineering projects

at a university, some modest

pacts and promises.

“Do I declare this trip a

success? Yes, I do,” Harris

said from the lectern, not en-

tirely convincingly. “It is a

success, in terms of the path-

way that is about progress.

We have been successful in

making progress.”

In Washington, her awk-

ward comments a day earli-

er about the border and her

admonitions to migrants to

stay home were sparking a

conflagration that riled her

allies, validated her detrac-

tors and established her

reputation for everyone in

between.

“It’s blowing up,” her

communications director at

the time, Ashley Etienne, re-

called thinking, as she went

into crisis-control mode in

Washington.

It would take three years,

and a pair of unlikely historic

national events — the over-

turning of a national right to

abortion and President Bid-

en’s late withdrawal from his

reelection campaign — to

convince Democrats that

Harris had the political

skills to compete for the

presidency. 

Her allies say Harris has

grown politically in the

meantime, taken advantage

of circumstances that

played to her strengths and 

Harris
unites
allies;
voters,
not yet
VP has hit her stride
since early stumbles,
Democrats say. But in
polls, many still don’t
know or support her.

By Noah Bierman
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Golan Heights
Rocket hits soccer field,
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Huge Park fire
doubles in size 
Largest blaze in state
this year explodes to
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David Zaslav didn’t ex-

pect it to be this difficult.

Two and a half years ago,

the veteran TV executive

brimmed with confidence

and pride that a guy from

Brooklyn, who elbowed his

way into entertainment

through the not-so glamor-

ous job negotiating cable

distribution deals, was be-

ing handed the keys to “the

best brands in entertain-

ment.”

But since the April 2022

merger that created Warner

Bros. Discovery, its marquee

brands — HBO, CNN, TNT,

Food Network and the

Warner Bros. film and TV

studio — have slipped in

scale and ambition. The lat-

est blow came this week

when the National Basket-

ball Assn. formally rejected

Warner Bros. Discovery’s

last-ditch effort to stay in

the game. 

After 35 years of broad-

casting basketball, the com-

pany’s TNT channel is get-

ting benched. Instead, the

NBA picked Walt Disney

Co.’s ESPN, NBCUniversal

and Amazon Prime Video as

its broadcast partners, be-

ginning with the 2025 sea-

son. 

“The NBA was one of the

crown jewels, something

that defined TNT,” said

Stephen Galloway, dean of

Chapman University’s

Dodge College of Film and

Media Arts. “It’s a water-

shed moment when you lose

something like this.”

Warner Bros. Discovery

reacted angrily after the

league rebuffed its effort to

match Amazon’s package. 

After NBA loss, media boss faces tough questions
By Meg James

[See Zaslav,A12]

PARIS OLYMPICS

Wearing pigtails, a

pleated skirt and a furry

heart-shaped purse, Chloe

Cole bounced up the steps of

the California state Capitol

this spring, leaned into a

microphone and insisted

that transgender children

don’t exist.

For the dainty young

Californian, to erase trans-

gender children is to erase a

part of her past. 

Cole, now 20, has said

publicly and in court docu-

ments that she first began

questioning her gender

identity when she was 12.

She left a letter on the dining

room table telling her family

that she was a boy. She

wanted a new name, like Ky

or Chi, and a more comfort-

able life.

With the blessing of her

parents, who sought the ad-

vice of physicians and men-

tal health experts, the self-

Former trans kid emerges as right-wing hero

CHLOE COLE, 20, opposes treatment for others that
she received, including a mastectomy at age 15.

Jose Luis Villegas For The Times

Californian tells story of regret as
leader of ‘detransition’ movement

By Mackenzie Mays

[See ‘Detransition,’A9]
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A N O P E N L E T T E R O F H O P E

Hope.

“You have cancer.”

This year, more than 2 million Americans will hear

these three life-changing words. Yet, while a cancer

diagnosis can change everything, so can …

For someone with cancer, hope means getting the right diagnosis and treatment the first time.

It means access to expert care and the nation’s leading specialists and researchers dedicated to

finding cures. It means having compassionate teams who will hold your hand and never let go,

providing assurance you have the best possible chance to survive and thrive.

City of Hope® has been a beacon of hope for cancer patients for generations.We develop new

therapies that benefit millions of people each day and are home to one of the largest bonemarrow

transplantation and cell therapy programs in the nation.We are a National Cancer Institute-designated

comprehensive cancer center that began in Los Angelesmore than 110 years ago and now have

leading-edge treatment centers throughout Southern California, Arizona, Atlanta and Chicago.

We are on an extraordinary journey to make new research breakthroughs and lifesaving

treatments readily accessible to every person affected by cancer.

Now, we are proud to share that City of Hope is ranked Top 5 in the nation for cancer care

by U.S. News &World Report.

This recognition reflects our ability to deliver on our most important goal — saving lives.

It recognizes our deep commitment to our mission to make advanced cancer care available to more

people. People across the country — including the 86 million living close to a City of Hope cancer

center — now can have even more confidence that the very best cancer care is within their reach.

It will take all of us working together to reach our goal of eradicating cancer. At City of Hope, that

includes the 200,000 donors who give generously each year to fuel our cancer research and

discoveries. The 30,000 volunteers across our campuses. The 144,000 patients who walk through

our doors fighting for their futures.

Above all, the more than 13,000 City of Hope employees, physicians, nurses and scientists who

tirelessly drive us forward. Thank you for your hard work and excellence, and the sacrifices you all

make for the patients we serve.

We extend our heartfelt appreciation to our patients and their families for trusting us with their

care and to our City of Hope family who help make hope a reality for all touched by cancer.

With gratitude,

Robert Stone

Chief Executive Officer

Helen andMorgan Chu Chief Executive Officer Distinguished Chair

cityofhope.org


