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 This week’s meeting of
Fed officials will be one of the
most consequential in a while,
even if the central bankers
aren’t likely to cut interest
rates this time and instead
look ahead to September. A1

 CrowdStrike said over 97%
of Microsoft Windows sen-
sors were back online as of
Thursday, after a global tech
outage snarled businesses,
government agencies and
air travel worldwide. B4

 Hawaiian Electric is near-
ing a deal to resolve mass
lawsuits over last year’s
Maui wildfires that could
spare the utility a bank-
ruptcy filing, people familiar
with the situation said. B3

 TikTok collected data about
its users’ views on sensitive
topics and censored content
at the direction of its China-
based parent company, the
Justice Department said. A3
 Talkie, a Chinese-owned
chatbot offering AI-gener-
ated conversations with real
or imagined people, ranked
No. 5 among the most-down-
loaded free entertainment
apps in the U.S. through
June, according to market
researcher Sensor Tower. A3

 Automakers are warning
of profit pressures in their
traditional car businesses, a
fresh worry that adds to the
challenges posed by the costly
transition to electric vehicles.B1

 Year to date, U.S.-listed
companies have issued $48.6
billion of convertible bonds,
the highest since 2021, in a
sign that smaller firms view
their prospects favorably. B1
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British Slang Might Not Be
The Dog’s Bollocks Much Longer

i i i

‘Wazzock’ and ‘plonker’ get squeezed out
by TikTok trends; Scotland keeps flame alive

Mourners carried coffins Sunday of people killed in a rocket strike from Lebanon, during a funeral in the Druze town of Majdal
Shams in the Israel-annexed Golan Heights. Israel accused Hezbollah of carrying out Saturday’s strike; it denied responsibility.
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TECHNOLOGY
Google’s reversal on
cookies has industry
preparing for battle on

wording. B1

BOX OFFICE
‘Deadpool &Wolverine’
earned nearly half a
billion dollars in its

opening. B2
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BY DANA MATTIOLI
AND EMILY GLAZER

PARIS—Every four years,
when people watching the
Olympics find themselves
oddly transfixed by fencing,
they tend to have a few ques-
tions.
What just happened? Who

got that point? Why is every-
one always screaming like
complete maniacs?
And how does anyone in

the U.S. become an Olympian
in such an obscure sport?
For most fencers on Team

USA, the answer is that they
were following their parents
and older siblings. Others
learned what fencing was
when they turned on their TVs
and became transfixed by
watching people stab each

MAE SOT, Thailand—In
late December, Guracha Be-
lachew Bersha helped lead a
small but brazen rebellion.
He’d been enslaved for 16

months in a twisted new
criminal empire in which
Chinese gangsters traffic
people from around the
world, often to remote and
lawless parts of Southeast
Asia, and force them to sit at
computers all day scamming

strangers online. The cyber-
frauds they’re forced to com-
mit are called pig butcher-
ing, named for the way the
perpetrators fatten up their
victims by gaining their
trust before taking their
money and cutting them
loose.
Behind the scenes, the

scammers are victims too.
At the time of the upris-

ing, his life was like an epi-
sode of the dystopian TV
show “Black Mirror.” The 41-
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BY FELIZ SOLOMON
AND RACHEL LIANG

Snub Over
EVs Fueled
Musk’s
Embrace
Of Trump

Israel’s government autho-
rized a retaliatory strike
against Hezbollah in Lebanon,
amid an American-led diplo-
matic push to contain the fall-

out from a strike that killed
12 young people in the Israel-
controlled Golan Heights.
Israel and the U.S. have ac-

cused the Iran-backed militia
Hezbollah of carrying out Sat-
urday’s strike. Israel’s security
cabinet held an hourslong
meeting on Sunday and em-

powered Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu—just back
from his visit to Washington—
and his defense minister to de-
cide on the character and time
of a retaliation against Hezbol-
lah. The Israeli military struck
several targets deep in Leba-
non earlier Sunday in immedi-
ate response to the attack.
As many in Lebanon braced

for an Israeli strike, Lebanon’s
Middle East Airlines delayed
the return of some of its
flights Sunday evening.
Hezbollah, a U.S.-desig-

nated terrorist group that
controls southern Lebanon,
said it had nothing to do with

the deaths, but claimed re-
sponsibility for a series of
other attacks in the area on
Saturday, including launching
a Falaq-1 rocket at an Israeli
military site a few miles away.
Israel’s military said that an
Iranian-made Falaq-1 hit a
soccer field in Majdal Shams,
a community of the Druze re-
ligious minority, and that it
was launched from the vicin-
ity of Chebaa, a southern Leb-
anese village.
U.S. officials have reached

out to their counterparts in Is-
rael and Lebanon and traded
messages with Iran to try to
de-escalate the situation, Arab

and European officials famil-
iar with the matter said. All
sides have indicated they
aren’t interested in widening
the conflict.
The White House National

Security Council said on Sun-
day that U.S. “support for Is-
rael’s security is ironclad and
unwavering against all Iran-
backed threats, including
Hezbollah.” Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said it was im-
portant to prevent the situa-
tion from escalating.
“We’re in conversations

with the government of Israel.
And again I emphasize its
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By Carrie Keller-Lynn,
Summer Said

and JaredMalsin

Israel Approves Lebanon Strike
After Attack Tied to Hezbollah

INSIDE Enslaved in Asia
To Scam Strangers
Multibillion-dollar cyberfraud industry
relies on forced labor and torture

other.
But a surprising number of

the fencers in Paris actually
discovered the sport a long
time ago in a galaxy far, far
away.
They started fencing be-

cause of “Star Wars.”
From the moment they saw

Luke Skywalker duel with
Darth Vader, they knew they
wanted to wield lightsabers.
Since they couldn’t play with
laser swords, they settled for
real ones instead.
American fencer Maia

Chamberlain’s first experience
with the sport that would take
her from California to Prince-
ton and now on to Paris was
battling her father with toy
lightsabers. She always took
the green one to be like Luke.
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BY BEN COHEN
AND ANDREW BEATON

‘Star Wars’ Kicked Off
Their Path to Olympics

This week’s meeting of Fed-
eral Reserve officials will be
one of the most consequential
in a while, even if the central
bankers aren’t likely to cut in-
terest rates this time.
At each of their four meet-

ings this year, interest-rate
cuts have been a question for
later. This time, though, infla-
tion and labor-market devel-
opments should allow officials
to signal a cut is very possible
at their next meeting, in Sep-
tember.
As a result, this week’s

meeting, which wraps up on
Wednesday, could resolve the
trade-off Chair Jerome Powell
has been weighing between
the risks of cutting rates too
soon and waiting too long, in
favor of acting sooner.
One reason officials aren’t

likely to deliver a cut this time
despite the growing case for
one is that it would likely be the
first reduction in a sequence to
recalibrate rates lower.
Officials have been sur-

prised by inflation in the past
and want more evidence it is
truly cooling before crossing
the rate-cut threshold.
Nonetheless, officials have

grown more wary of waiting
too long and blowing a soft
landing. Bringing inflation
down to the Fed’s 2% goal
while maintaining a healthy
labor market “is the No. 1
thing that just does keep me
awake at night,” Powell told
lawmakers this month.
In a recent interview, New

York Fed President John Wil-
liams signaled that a July re-
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BY NICK TIMIRAOS

TheFed
ThisWeek
Considers
Future
RateCuts
Central bankers look
toward action in
September, aiming
for a soft landing

Elon Musk’s embrace of
Donald Trump can be traced
in part to a snub by President
Biden.
In early 2021, the new Bi-

den administration began
making plans to implement its
campaign promises to boost
electric vehicles.
At the time, Musk’s Tesla

produced about two-thirds of
the EVs on U.S. roads. But
Tesla is also the only major
U.S. car manufacturer that
doesn’t have unionized factory
workers, and some of its labor
practices were under scrutiny
by federal regulators.
Tesla officials reached out

to the White House multiple
times, hoping to connect Biden
and Musk, people familiar
with the matter said. The
Tesla boss, who said in a TV
interview that he voted for Bi-
den,—and has said he voted
exclusively for Democrats until
a few years ago—repeatedly
got the cold shoulder.
The reason: Biden officials

didn’t want to anger the
United Auto Workers union,
which leaned on the White
House to keep its distance
from Musk, people familiar
with the matter said.
Then in August 2021, Biden

organized an EV event, to be
anchored by him signing an
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 Carmakers’ woes cloud EV
path........................................... B1

LONDON—Stone the crows,
our lingo’s all gone Pete Tong.
British slang isn’t what it

used to be. American stars
might enjoy grappling with
the alternate universe of
what people say on the
other side of the Atlan-
tic. A recent high-
light saw singer Bil-
lie Eilish coming up
against British swear
words and terms like “chip
butty” during a promo tour
for her new album. “You guys
are not real,” she told Capital
Breakfast radio.
But many of the phrases

the English grew up with are
fading away as younger gener-
ations plug into TikTok or
other platforms where they
learn to call each other
“Karen” or “basic” like any

other rando, instead of
sticking with tried and
tested indigenous
slurs.
Nearly 60% of the
Gen Z cohort ha-
ven’t heard the in-
sult “lummox,” ac-
cording to a study

by research agency Perspectus
Global. Less than half know
what a “ninny” is, with only
slightly more of them familiar
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BY JAMES HOOKWAY

Smell my
cheese?
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 Israel’s government au-
thorized a retaliatory strike
against Hezbollah in Lebanon,
amid an American-led diplo-
matic push to contain the fall-
out from an attack that killed
12 young people in the Israel-
controlled Golan Heights. A1

 Trump, aiming to regain
campaign momentum,
stepped up verbal attacks on
Harris after the presumptive
Democratic nominee largely
erased her opponent’s edge
in polling and fundraising. A5
 The former president, at
a conference in Nashville,
Tenn., courted the crypto in-
dustry, saying that, if elected,
he would create a “strategic
national bitcoin stockpile.” A4

The U.S. will establish a new
military command in Japan to
bolster security ties as Wash-
ington moves to strengthen
its Asia allies in the face of
China’s military buildup. A7

 Congress is again facing a
deadline to fund the govern-
ment without a clear plan, rais-
ing the specter of a govern-
ment shutdown on Oct. 1 if no
new legislation is approved.A4

 Tuareg rebels in Mali killed
dozens of Russian mercenaries
in what appeared to be one of
the deadliest attacks on Rus-
sian personnel in Africa since
Moscow first sent Wagner
Group fighters there in 2017.A8

 Smoke from wildfires in
the U.S. and Canada has cre-
ated air-quality issues in
parts of the West, with offi-
cials warning of reduced vis-
ibility in some places. A2

Died: Edna O’Brien, 93, ac-
claimed Irish novelist. A8
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A N O P E N L E T T E R O F H O P E

Hope.

“You have cancer.”
This year, more than 2 million Americans will hear
these three life-changing words. Yet, while a cancer
diagnosis can change everything, so can …

For someone with cancer, hope means getting the right diagnosis and treatment the first time.

It means access to expert care and the nation’s leading specialists and researchers dedicated to

finding cures. It means having compassionate teams who will hold your hand and never let go,

providing assurance you have the best possible chance to survive and thrive.

City of Hope® has been a beacon of hope for cancer patients for generations.We develop new

therapies that benefit millions of people each day and are home to one of the largest bonemarrow

transplantation and cell therapy programs in the nation.We are a National Cancer Institute-designated

comprehensive cancer center that began in Los Angelesmore than 110 years ago and now have

leading-edge treatment centers throughout Southern California, Arizona, Atlanta and Chicago.

We are on an extraordinary journey to make new research breakthroughs and lifesaving

treatments readily accessible to every person affected by cancer.

Now, we are proud to share that City of Hope is ranked Top 5 in the nation for cancer care

by U.S. News &World Report.

This recognition reflects our ability to deliver on our most important goal — saving lives.

It recognizes our deep commitment to our mission to make advanced cancer care available to more

people. People across the country — including the 86 million living close to a City of Hope cancer

center — now can have even more confidence that the very best cancer care is within their reach.

It will take all of us working together to reach our goal of eradicating cancer. At City of Hope, that

includes the 200,000 donors who give generously each year to fuel our cancer research and

discoveries. The 30,000 volunteers across our campuses. The 144,000 patients who walk through

our doors fighting for their futures.

Above all, the more than 13,000 City of Hope employees, physicians, nurses and scientists who

tirelessly drive us forward. Thank you for your hard work and excellence, and the sacrifices you all

make for the patients we serve.

We extend our heartfelt appreciation to our patients and their families for trusting us with their

care and to our City of Hope family who help make hope a reality for all touched by cancer.

With gratitude,

Robert Stone

Chief Executive Officer

Helen andMorgan Chu Chief Executive Officer Distinguished Chair

cityofhope.org


